Murmuration - a flock of starlings.
Back in March, whilst in lockdown, we were
introduced to the term murmuration. At a time
where being together physically was impossible, it
sparked conversations about the importance of
connection. Throughout numerous discussions we
realised that we all had very different
interpretations of what being part of a collective
meant to us.
Each of our iterations has come about from playing
and working with each other over the past couple
of months. We worked together to bring all
elements (lighting, sound, projection, scenic design
and automation) into each iteration to weave our
own personal experiences and meaning into the
work.
We hope you enjoy Murmuration and that you can
take away that there are varying experiences about
being part of a collective. Occasionally you are in
sync, you can be divided and your personality
fractured, sometimes it is chaotic and it can be
positive or negative. As demonstrated by
Manuela’s bungee cord installation, we all cross
each other’s paths in life and inevitably become
entangled in a web of interconnectedness.

Paris Linxuan Wu

求同存异

Inspired by the word
in Chinese, which in English means seeking common
ground with respect for differences, my iteration uses lights and shadows to show
different sides of an individual within different groups. We all belong to so many groups
because of a particular commonality. How others view us changes from group to group
depends on what part of ourselves we want to show. However, all these different sides,
or different colors, are crucial parts that form who we are.

Paola Sanchez

This piece showcases her perspective on collectiveness. The understanding of belonging
to a group as the result of a natural series of events that cause us as humans to coincide
throughout our lifetimes. These encounters in a certain time and place are what
determine our existence.

Manuela Pecorari

Never still and inert – rather, engaged in a perpetual movement. If not of the body, of
the mind. A continuous process of marking a space together, and of self-discovery
through the exploration of these connections.

Rebecca Walsh

The search for true identity has always been present; an almost constant lingering
feeling parked in my subconscious mind. Through interactions and connections with
others - past, continuous, or new - my mind, body, and presence within those moments
are never the same. My identity flickering through varying versions. The question
remains - which version is true?

Laura Jukes

‘Terminus’ is centred around something I wrote about people coming in and out of your
life. Some just pass through, some stay a while longer and leave again, some choose you
as a destination. In this way, I connected with the imagery of a train station.

Victoria Hofflin

Being part of a collective can be tricky. It relies on us presenting the best version of
ourselves to the world and each other. But what if being part of a particular collective
turns you into someone you don’t like? Or, is that your most honest self? Where do you
draw the line? Collectiveness trusts that everyone is being honest with themselves and
each other and this allows the beauty in relationships and ourselves to grow.
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Victoria Hofflin Melbourne, Australia

Victoria Hofflin is an accomplished composer, sound designer and
writer from Melbourne, Australia. Victoria has collaborated and
worked with a number of distinguished local and international artists
and designers, however her most notable work is her composition and
writing on Australian Musical Chicks Dig It. She is currently
completing her MA in Collaborative Theatre Production & Design at
the Guildhall School of Music & Drama. Throughout this project,
Victoria has really enjoyed working with an incredibly passionate and
talented group of individuals and having the chance to experiment
sound with lighting and AV.

Laura Jukes Worcester, England
I am a theatre practitioner originally from Worcester, England
specialising in Production Management. Following a History Degree at
University College London, I decided to follow my passion for technical
theatre and complete a Master’s degree here at Guildhall.

Manuela Pecorari Ronchi Dei Legiomari, Italy

Manuela Pecorari graduated in Scenography with full marks with honor
at the Academy of Fine Arts in Venice, Italy. During her studies she
applied her skills working in two Opera shows produced by the Gran
Teatro La Fenice, first in the realization workshop and as part of the
stage crew, and later assisting the Director and the DSM. Now part of
the Guildhall MA in Collaborative Theatre Production and Design, she
is eager to expand her skills working with practitioners from different
backgrounds, as a foundation for an expanded Scenography practice,
interested in the possibilities of theatre-making as a site for changeprovoking conversations and meaningful connections.

Paola Sanchez

Leon, Guanajuato, Mexico

Paola Sanchez is a multifaceted artist with a particular interest in light
and psychology and the synergy between them. Her practice is
influenced by the experiences of living in different countries and
cultures, having studied in Italy, Spain and Chile. Paola is currently
exploring the use of light as a medium to communicate and connect
with others and the surrounding space.

Rebecca Walsh Toronto, Canada

Rebecca is a Stage and Production Manager, specialising in modern
and contemporary dance. Since earning her Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree in Performance Production from Ryerson University, Rebecca
has spent the last few years working with acclaimed Canadian dance
companies such as Toronto Dance Theatre, Citadel + Compagnie, and
the Dance: made in canada Festival. For this production, Rebecca has
enjoyed stepping in to movement and performance, as well as
building on her skills in graphic design and marketing.

Paris Linxuan Wu China/United States

Paris Linxuan Wu is a stage and production manager for theatre and
live concerts, originally from mainland China. She’s also a multitalented musician with a Bachelor Degree of Music from Berklee
College of Music. Upon finishing her undergraduate degree, Paris
moved to Los Angeles and worked for the Fable Theatre as a
Production Manager & Assistant Director. Some of the shows she has
stage managed include Nince, Seussical, Chinese New Year Concerts
at Berklee, and Rotten Kid.
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